ST. NICHOLAS BULLETIN
Sunday, May 11, 2025
Paralytic
Tone 3. Epistle, Acts. 9:32-42; Gospel, John 5:1-15
Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Apostles to the Slavs

SERVICES

SATURDAY 6:00 p.m. Vespers (Holy Resurrection Church, Belle Vernon)

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOUR will be held following the Divine Liturgy.

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Sunday, May 18,
following the Divine Liturgy. All parishioners are urged to attend this meeting as we
plan for the coming year.

SUMMER SCHEDULE WILL BEGIN on Sunday, June 1. The Divine Liturgy will
start at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday. Please be faithful in your church attendance this

summer.

ST. TIKHONS MONASTERY’S ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY PILGRIMAGE is
scheduled for the weekend of May 23-26. This year, the miraculous Iveron Icon will
be onsite for veneration. See www.sttikhonsmonastery.org for more details.

VIGIL OFFERINGS - Sunday, May 11, 2025

MARY BEHANNA (Virgin Mary Kiot) — In memory of parents, Andy and Patrina
Gernat (2)

SANDY CARROLL — For health of all parishioners in our church / Safe travel for
Pete and Kelly

KEN BEHANNA — For health and welfare of our Church / Blessings for my family /
Blessings for Mike Horan

VLAD KASH — In memory of Fr. Igor / In memory of Delores Rushton

SANDY AITKEN — In memory of brother, Ethan / For health of mother, Pauline / For
health of Phil Soroka / For health of Mike Horan / For Health of Dr. Dimitri Petro /
Birthday blessings for aunt, Eleanor Prystash

JOHN and CHRISTINE LEONARD — For birthday of granddaughter, Hannah
Leonard

JIM and VERA HAYS — For health of Dr. Dimitri Petro / For health of
Pauline Aitken / For health of cousin, Adrienne Hirsch / For health of cousin,
Lillian Spak / For health and welfare of our Church

JIM HAYS — For health of wife, Vera

TOM and ELAINE BACKSTROM — Special intentions / In memory of mom
and dad / God’s healing hand be upon sister, Michele / God’s blessings upon
grandchildren, Sydney, Luke, Freddy, and Madison / For health of family
DR. DIMITRI and PAULINE PETRO - For birthday of cousin, Barbara
Bauer / In memory of mother, Julia Drahushak on Mother’s Day / In memory
of mother, Mary Petro on Mother’s Day / In memory of Mat. Irene on
Mother’s Day / For daughters, Christine, Natalie, and Kyra on Mother’s Day
(3) / For daughters-in-law, Shelley and Joceline on Mother’s Day (2) / For
health of Mike Horan / For health of Jim and Vera Hays (2) / For birthday of
Pauline Aitken

SANDY AITKEN — Royal Doors (In memory of Fr. Igor)

MARK SOROKA - In blessed memory of father, Fr. Igor / In blessed
memory of mother, Matushka Irene / In blessed memory of grandmothers,
Mat. Anastasia Soroka and Rose Hrenyo (2) / For health of brother, Phil

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

As we examine the story of the paralytic in greater depth, it is important to see
that in its original context the Bethesda pool was not a source of salvation for
the paralytic, but a rival alternative to it, if not its positive impediment.
Remember the details of the story: the paralytic sat languishing by the pool,
thirty-eight years in his wretched condition, hoping for healing. When the
pool’s waters were stirred (by an angel, as everyone thought), he hoped to be
the first one into the pool to soak up the angel’s divine power and be cured,
but being paralyzed, he was too slow, and someone always beat him to the
pool. So, he waited and waited, hoping to find salvation one day in the pool.

It was there that Jesus found him. When Jesus asked him, “Do you want to be
healed?” (John 5:6), he didn’t say, “Yes Lord, please heal me!” He was still
hoping to get into the pool, and he answered, “Sir, I have no man to put me
into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am going another steps
down before me.” But salvation wasn’t in the pool. It was in Jesus. Jesus
simply said, “Rise, take your pallet, and walk,” and the man did. He didn’t
need the pool after all. All he needed was Jesus.

REMEMBER the SICK and SHUT-INS in your prayers,



